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Martyrs' Square protesters show the pen is mightier than the sword
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James Fitz-Morris
BEIRUT: Under a smiling banner of Samir Kassir and as bells tolled from nearby churches, hundreds of colleagues, friends and supporters held an hour's silent protest in Martyrs' Square to honor the assassinated, anti-Syrian journalist.
The silence was to mark the loss of a great voice in Lebanon - but it was also meant as a show of defiance as those gathered held aloft pictures of Kassir, copies of his books and the weapon of choice for the fight they vowed to continue: pens.
At the end of the hour, the crowd - wearing uniform black and white - sang the national anthem as one of Kassir's daughters looked on, flanked by opposition member and managing editor of An-Nahar newspaper Gebran Tueni, An-Nahar founder Ghassan Tueni and the president of the Press Federation, Mohammad Baalbaki.
Columnist and political analyst Adib Farha was among those on hand, he said: "This was an attempt to silence one of the most vocal patriots; they are trying to intimidate others - we lift up our pens to say 'we will not be silenced, we will not be intimidated.'"
Kassir was killed instantly on Thursday in front of his home in Achrafieh when a bomb planted in his car exploded moments after he got in it.
He was a vocal critic of Syria's presence and influence in Lebanon which he expressed often in his writings. He was also a prominent figure at Martyrs' Square, the center of the springtime revolution, where he delivered fiery speeches to rally the protesters. He was also known for his defense of the Syrian public.
Few at yesterday's vigil had any doubts about who was behind the assassination.
Farha said: "This shows the [Syrian] security apparatus continues to represent a formidable player in Lebanon. We are more determined than ever to pursue a free and independent Lebanon."
Although the last remnants of Syrian military officially left Lebanon after an April 26 ceremony at Riyyak air base, charges persist that plain-clothes and undercover mukhabarat (secret service) agents remain.
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